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Military Aspects of Crisis:

Are Underlined by Haig
and a Pentagon Study:::;
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7 Special wThNow York Times e
- WASHINGTON, Feb. 20— A Pentagon
assessment of EXSalvador’s Ar::!as-{

serts.that it is so.ill-prepared Xt
Communist-led insurgents that it has \'no
bope'ofdefuunctnem..z it ».&'_T
. State Alexander M. Haig Jr. has told am-
bassadors of European allies, as.well as|
‘the ‘Ambassadors. of Australia’Japan
istration’s *'mest.argent. objecdve’_’:lx-t?:
stop & large flow of anas from Commu-
nist nations togmerxillas in E1 Salndor:h
The Pentagon sssessment of El Salva-.
dor’s Army- differed somewhat from-a
comment * today * B{be.!ose .Napoletn
junta, who said-that:the armed.forces
were capable of handling the guerrillas at.
present if the flow-of arms to the insur:

gents stopped. What his country needed.| -

most, be. sald,” wax economic aid .10
counter the guerrilla threat. & - .ir

A memorandumn ais My Halg’s briefing
of the foreign ambassadors on Wednes-

day quoted Mr: Haig-as saying that-the| -

United States *will'not rexsain passive™;
'to what he described as-a “'systematic;;
MMWN im-}
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- which he declaredwasthe maimsource of
‘the intervention.Ihiy morning Mr~. Haig-
was a little less.assertive: He-remarked:
to reporters Buring. a-bri
that there was: “grave -concern’’ over:

*countries intervenirig _fllegally ‘in this

riel conversation:-

hemisphere throughi provisionof arms to
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through-'Cuba toxNicaragua and Hon-
duras and, finally, to El Salvador, Most of
.the-weapons, ammunition, communica-
. tions equipment . and medical’ ‘supplies

were reportedly bought or captured from:
Western nations. « -aecx o qiE -

& -

The-military assessment pméired by
the Defense Department said that E] Sai-
:lagm. adn:.y numbered l;,OOO,fmen, in-

uding administrative an support ele-
ments, . compared .with 3,700 : full-time
 guerrillas and. 5,000 who take occasional
part in actions..With a combat: ratio of
about 410 1, the analysis said, it would be
.~Impdssible””. for the Governnient forces
| toput down the fiisurgency. i, | &
#5.~ .+ Guerrillas Have Advantage | ...,

“conventional army and police force must
‘outnumber an insurgent force.by. 10 to X
because: the guerrillas have‘the advan-
tage-of knowing where, when: and. how
they will strike. R Y )

.. The-Pentagon study said the Salvado-
fan Army could not control_the infiltra-
tion of afms and guerrillas from Hon-
duras on the ground, from Nicaragua by

water and from both countris by air. Nor, |y

the study added,.were the Government
:forces ‘capable ‘of rooting the.guerrillas
out of tlirea pockets along the border with
Honduras.., . .;. . = e

The assessment “thus concluded that-
the Salvadoran Army was *“‘not organized
to fight a counterinsurgency” battle nor
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even a conventional war It was deemed
*“more like a 19th century constabulary -
than a 20th-century army’ and was said
to have *'no hope' of winning with the re-
sourcesathand, "« ¥mive
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In"an effort:to -inform’ allies: of that
situation and to build up”international
support for coming Administration ac- !
tions, Secretary Haig held his briefing in
the State Department. Also involved was

dn” intelligence briefing by Ronald T
“SPIETY, AITeCtor of inl‘e%l‘xg'e!n'ce and re-
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1A regrt on the brieﬁn'?said‘ Mr: HaiF

i asse at the Unit tates had intel- |{°

& ;ﬁ‘gence “"which we consider irrefutable”

4 that the Soviet bloc, withCuban coordina-
CHom, was— furmtshng o teast—severar

¥ Military experts have long hield that a -
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- Only alter the loreign intervention; Mr.’
Haig asserted, did the United States pro-
vide additional military assistance, in-
cluding weapons, to the Salvadoran Gov-,
ernment. He said thé Administration was
‘considering additions to $63 ‘million al- .
ready appropriated for economic aid this
ear. BT R L L
" *‘Our most urgent ohjective is to stop
the large flow of arms through Nicaragua
into El Salvador.” ‘Mr. Haig said. “We
.consider what is happening'is part of the-
global Communist campaign coordinated .
"by Havana- and Moscow to support the -
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" The Pmtagun*a'ssérsmmt. completed’

Central America, asserted that the guer-
rillas would most Hkely become stronger.
“by April, when new Shipments.of arms
arescheduledtobe finished. . " -+ ., -
" Officials here said that the arms, from
Vietnam, Ethopia,” Bulgaria, Hungary,

this week on the basis of reports from

and East Germany, were being shipped

e .sﬁr,‘»j

-




